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21. “But I’'m Not Dramatic!”: The English Teacher
and the Challenges of Using Drama in the NSS
Curriculum (English)

This seminar will be delivered by Mr. James Smith (a
NET teacher of English and Drama at Fukien
Secondary School).  Curriculum reforms in 2009 will
mean that, for the first time, English teachers will be
expected to teach drama to their students. For many,
this will be their first experience of drama as a
curriculum subject, and with so many teachers having
little or no background in this diverse field, the
challenges of its smooth introduction into the
curriculum provision of secondary schools across HK
are obvious and substantial. This seminar aims to
contribute to the discussion on how drama can work in
the HK classroom. With a particular emphasis on
providing accessible guidance and frameworks for
teachers with minimal experience of drama, the
seminar aims to provide practical training in lesson
planning and delivery for drama, and will focus also on
assessment methods. Above all, its objective is to
allay the fears of those teachers who might believe that
a lack of previous experience in drama is a barrier to
successful drama teaching, and to give insight into how
English teachers can play to their existing strengths in
making drama fun, relevant and useful to students.
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